Important Parent Letter          September 4, 2018
This is an information-packed letter so please read it carefully.  We hope it covers some of the questions that you may have.  If not, please feel free to ask, send an email, or drop us a note.  Welcome to Kindergarten!!!  We are excited about this year and look forward to working with you.  We believe that together we can make your child’s first year in school a successful experience.

Instructional Day

Our instructional day is 8:30am-3:00pm.  If your child gets to the classroom after 8:30, he/she should go by the office to get a tardy slip.  Dismissal will begin at 3:00pm with staggered times to avoid crowded hallways.  Please note that kindergarten parents can walk their child to the classroom door and pick up at the classroom door this week ONLY!  
Parent Visitation

Parents are welcome at school any time.  Be sure to sign in at the office and get a parent badge before coming to the classroom.  Parents are strongly encouraged to wait 2 weeks before having lunch with their child or volunteering in the classroom.  This will help your child adjust to kindergarten.
Volunteers

We love volunteers and we need your support in kindergarten!  There are numerous opportunities for all who would like to volunteer.  Be sure to see your child’s teacher to find out specific classroom needs.  Please take a few minutes to complete the volunteer registration on the computers in the media center ASAP.  You must be an approved volunteer to help in the classroom/field trips.

Homework

See homework policy – coming soon.
Daily Folder

Students will have a purple folder that comes home daily.  In this folder you will find lots of useful information.  A behavior calendar will be in the front of the folder to let you know about your child’s behavior each day.  Please initial in the box each day and make sure the folder is returned to school daily.  You will also find a class list, a daily schedule, a handwriting reference sheet,and quick activities to do with your child each night.  
Tuesday Folder

A school communication folder will be sent home every Tuesday with your child.  It will include your child’s work, important information and a weekly comment sheet.  Please read the information, sign the comment sheet (and any other necessary papers) and return on Wednesday.

Birthdays

Your child’s birthday is a special day!  We would love to celebrate with them at school.  You are welcome to send in a healthy snack for the class to celebrate your child’s birthday.  Please let the teacher know in advance if you plan on sending in a snack.
Classroom Management

Olds is a Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) school.  We incorporate our mascot, the wolf, into our behavior system with PACK rules.  P=Prepare for Success. A=Acts Responsibly.  C=Cooperate with Others.  K=Keep a Positive Attitude.  Students learn how to demonstrate PACK behavior throughout the school.  Each classroom also has a clip chart to manage behavior.  All students start each day on a 4, which means they are ready to learn.  They can clip up and down throughout the day based on their behavior choices.  5=Excellent Effort and they get to choose a beanie baby to hang out with for the day. 6=Role Model and they get to wear a role model crown for the day.  7=Super Student and they receive a PACK ticket.  PACK tickets can also be received from any staff member as they notice PACK behavior.  PACK tickets go into a weekly drawing for the grade level to receive prizes from Ms. Davis, our school counselor.
**Your child’s clip chart number for the end of the day will be recorded on their behavior calendar that will come home each day in their purple daily folder.**

Lunch

Kindergarten classes eat lunch from 10:50-11:20. Cost of lunch for a month is $51 or $2.55 a day.  Milk may be purchased separately for $.50 and snacks range in price up to $.75.  Breakfast is $1.25.  If you send a check, the amount will be credited to your child’s account (put your child’s lunch number in the memo section).  Please note on your check if you want your child to have an open account (lunch, milk, snacks) or a lunch only account (ONLY lunch/milk).  Please help your child learn his/her lunch number.  A blue sheet in your child’s Tuesday folder will tell you his/her number and have a keypad like the one in the cafeteria so you can practice pushing the numbers at home.  Your child will use his/her number instead of paying daily.  A lump sum sent in works much better than sending money each day.  Parents are encouraged to pay online ( www.MySchoolBucks.com ).  There is also a link on our school website.  Please practice opening containers with your child so they can be independent in the cafeteria.
Snack

Due to our early lunch time, we will have snack each afternoon.  We ask that you send in one healthy snack for your child each day.  You may send a food item and a drink (water is preferred) as well. It may be helpful, at least for a while, to pack your child’s snack separate from lunch so that they don’t get confused and eat everything for lunch.  Please practice opening snack containers with your child.  Please be sure to send a spoon with your child if one is needed for snack.  Your child should be able to eat snack and clean up in 15 minutes.  We will also ask parents to bring snacks in large quantities for students that forget snack (goldfish, graham crackers, etc.)  No soft drinks and no candy! 
Newsletters/Memberhub/Kindergarten Website

You will receive a weekly newsletter in your child’s Tuesday folder.  The newsletter will include a brief update of what is going on in the classroom as well as a list of important dates to add to your calendar.  We will also communicate with you through Memberhub.  If you do not have an email address in memberhub, please send us an email and ask to be added to memberhub so you do not miss out on important information from your child’s teacher and PTA.  Finally, you can access the kindergarten website from the school website. 







Thanks a bunch!







      
Kindergarten Team

